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Vaccine Diplomacy and the Politicization of Healthcare

The international arena as it inches closer to a post-pandemic
world is now hearing a buzzword that is making its rounds
more than ever among people and political institutions across
the world- Vaccine diplomacy. Now to be fair, the inception
of vaccines or rather the politicization of itis hardly anything
that is new within the understanding of global politics or
healthcare. Vaccines have been around for now over a decade
with the first vaccine presented being that of cowpox
developed by Englishman Edward Jenner back in the 1790s.
Interestingly, in 1800 the vaccine was developed in France
under Napoleon at a time when France and Britain were at
wat. Jenner himself stated back then that “the sciences are
never at war”. This sets an interesting context to today’s status
quo with the COVID-19 pandemic and the way the process
of obtaining and distributing vaccination has panned. The
sciences truly came together regardless of borders and
collaborated in various arenas to create vaccines that have
ever been formulated in history- thanks to modern advances
in science- but at the same time at the distribution level and
policy-making level via political institutions, we are now
facing the issue of vaccine monopoly.

COVID-19 has fast become one of the ultimate stressors on
our already fragile international system that for a decade had
managed to sustain itself under an illusion of growth which
did not adequately address various issues like- lack of budget
distribution in key arenas such as healthcare, demand and
supply of production and the inequality in jobs and wages in
the market. The pandemic exposed existing vulnerabilities,
magnified weaknesses, and exacerbating long-festering issues.
At the most basic level, this difficult moment has highlighted
just how ill-equipped our global health systems are, forcing
many countries to make devastating ethical decisions to
determine who among their citizenry is most deserving to
receive medical care. Furthermore, rather than build a
renewed global coalition to fight this awful disease, many
countries have instead relied on isolationist policies. This has
resulted in piecemeal, ineffectual responses as cases once
again spike wildly all over the world, the United States being
one of the worst examples.

Need for vaccine equity in the world order

A huge issue that arose out of the massive demand in medical
supplies and personal protection equipment was that a lot of
countries burdened with the increasing number of cases(also
due to lack of proper control in the initial stages) resorted to
isolationist policies which could not adequately address the
global need for cooperation and thus when vaccines were
finally developed- the concept of “Vaccine nationalism” took
the forefront with wealthier countries striking purchasing
deals with pharmaceuticals leading to hoarding of vaccines.
The consequences of this are extremely dire as it throws off
the plans that international organizations like the UN set up

Yashiba Sanil, 3 Year

the COVAX program for example set up by the United
Nations is struggling to purchase just 20 percent of doses for
lower-income countries while wealthier countries purchase
over 60 percent of the vaccine accessible. Even though
countries like the US, Canada and organizations such as the
EU have promised to help lower-income countties- a lot of
their promises and commitments have not been adequately
met.

Vaccine nationalism and monopolization is not just morally
indefensible but also extremely counter-productive as
according to Tedros Adnaham- Market-driven mechanisms
alone are insufficient to achieve the goal of stopping the
pandemic by achieving herd immunity with vaccines. Limited
supplies and overwhelming demand create winners and
losers. Neither is morally or medically acceptable during a
pandemic.

Therefore, there is a need for vaccine equity and for a fair
distribution of vaccines specially to lower income and
developing countries.

Shift from the west?

Throughout the duration of the pandemic- the international
arena witnesses a dismissive and dismal approach from the
west. The USA virtually stepped away from even taking the
pandemic seriously initially- with the Trump administration
having been more focused on shifting the blame on China
primarily- leading the UN and other countries into a deadlock
over negotiations for co-operation and finally also
withdrawing from the WHO. Even though Biden has been
trying to do damage control- his policy also focuses on
inoculating his country first and then focusing on sending
surplus to other countries. All this while- countries like
Russia, China and even India have been engaging in a high
level of vaccine diplomacy where they are promising medical
aid and vaccines to other developing nations. Every single one
these countries aim at pushing for their own domestic vaccine
and have currently signed multiple deals with countries
mostly from the Global south- filling the gap left by
developed countries as they continue to evade responsibility.
The west continues to lose credibility as the East not just
focuses on better management but also fosters a sense of aid
and cooperation. Even if certain countties look at vaccine
rollout programs as means to push for power, they are still
gaining credibility on a ground that the west is failing to
accommodate to. With dominating eastern powers like China
rising(while also trying to garner points for itself through its
vaccine diplomacy in a way to make-up for the lack of
information provided in the early stages of the virus
spreading) and a weakened western nexus with an unstable
US- undergoing transition still pending to remedy much of
the last four years and the harms inflicted, there have been
talks of a shift of power from the west to the east.
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With new mutations in the virus reducing efficacy and issues
in production and supply- the rich countries even after having
to slash some of their previously promised doses are still in a
moderately comfortable position- it is the developing
countries; especially the ones that are yet to even receive their
first shot that are facing massive problems. This sort of delay
notjustleads to furtherloss in human life but also deepens the
economic burden that seems to be ever rising, making the
propensity for countries to bounce back to pre- pandemic
levels even more difficult.

In every paradigm for a tangible solution there is a need for a
certain amount of co-operation and responsibility that the
Global North would also have to shoulder because ignoring
the South- allowing mutations to develop would only affect
them more later health wise and economically. There is a need
for multilateral regional cooperation- western countries can
take suit of proposals raised by India and South Africa asking
for waiving of intellectual property rights and overcome
artificial scarcity. Manufacturing technology, sharing
information, removing intellectual property barriers, and
creating open sourcing would help developing nations to also

work towards formulating their own domestic vaccines thus
increasing production supply. Building additional
manufacturing bases—especially in Africa, Asia, and Latin
America—which will be essential to meeting ongoing
demand for COVID-19 booster shots and future vaccines.
Expanding production globally would make poor countries
less dependent on donations from rich ones. This is essential
to achieve true health equality and global health security.

Therefore, it is extremely vital to understand that the virus
does not discriminate and does not function through selective
choice. Therefore, to fully win the war against the pandemic-
countries across the wotld, especially the government leaders
need to engage in positive and effective global health
diplomacy that is community centred and is not unequal.
Reiterating what Jenner established- sciences do not care
much about war or borders- the nature of globalization and
an interconnected world means that co-operation cannot
simply just exist within scientific development but also in a
political and policy-based level where healthcare is not
politicized to be exclusive and is instead steered to be
inclusive and accessible to populations across the world.

Enhanced Role of NGOs During Covid-19

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) all over the
world have acquired a new dimension in the recent past,
especially in the context of a multipolar global order. The
outbreak of COVID-19 created the need for prompt
endeavours on an extremely large scale at all levels. It took an
unprecedented crisis for the world to recognise the
indispensable role played by NGOs in dealing with the
deadliest challenge in the entire history of humankind. The
pandemic stumped the people and their governments alike. It
was during these precarious circumstances that the NGOs
spearheaded the enormous task of assisting the governments
in carrying out relief drives. It is essential to note that even
though many such organizations have been doing the same
‘social work’ for years now, it was the first time when this was
taken seriously in a large number of countries at the same
time over the same cause.

For the pupils and scholars of political science, an NGO is
one of the most significant non-state entities and yet plays an
imperative role in directing the functioning of various
departments. Many NGOs also work as pressure groups to
influence not just the government of a nation-state but also
the global order. What distinguishes an NGO from other
non-state actors is the fact that it works primarily to serve
collective interests and to ensure the welfare of society. Itisin
this context that the United Nations defines a Non-
Governmental Organization as “a not-for-profit, voluntary
citizens’ group, which is organized on a local, national or
international level to address issues in support of the public
good.”

Shreya Pawar, 3™ Year

The NGOs are known to have a deep connection with the
spatial and sectoral issues and their massive and effective
reach among the locals. Due to this, these NGOs were a
natural partner to the state in their endeavour of winning over
this crisis. These organizations have the advantage of better
relativity and close engagement at the grassroots level of
communities. The NGOs worked on many things during the
pandemic and the subsequent lockdown including setting up
community kitchens, spreading awareness about preventing
the virus through maintaining physical distancing, providing
shelter to the homeless, the migrants, supporting the
government’s efforts in setting up health camps and in
deputing volunteers to deliver services to the elderly, persons
with disabilities, children, and others.

Various other NGOs also worked towards protecting women
and children from domestic violence, providing basic sanitary
products, ensuring basic education and even minimum
employment at various places. Various efforts by the civil
society were also supported, funded, promoted and initiated
by the NGOs. Startups revolving around cheap effective
medical solutions were actively promoted. They created a
much-needed momentum throughout their networks and
brought attention to the problems from the grassroots.

An important case that needs to be brought into the light, to
substantiate the enhanced role played by the NGOs during
the pandemic, is that of the Migrant Workers Crisis in India in
April 2020. While the government and the legal machinery
were struggling to manage the enormous flow of migrant
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workers to their native places amidst the ongoing outbreak, it
was the NGOs that managed to hold the situation in whatever
ways they could. While some of them stood for the rights of
the migrants and shed light on how the migrant workers were
not only facing unemployment but also were without any
shelter, the others tried to provide temporary relief to the
workers during their journeys.

In India, close to one lakh NGOs were approached by the
state administrations to partner with. This meant that the
government strategically used the widespread network of
NGOs to the advantage of speeding up humanitarian relief.
Along with the government, these NGOs were then able to
reach millions of people in shorter spans than either would
have managed alone. Even the Supreme Court of the country
recognized the work and appreciated the help of the
government during difficult times.

It is also important to understand the fact that there were
many constraints these NGOs faced and largely overcame. It
is no big secret that there have been increased legal and

administrative barriers that NGOs face all around the world
which makes receipt of funds domestically and
internationally difficult for them. Even though the reasons
behind the imposition of this legal strictness are valid, there
has been no viable solution for the NGOs. The shrinking of
the civic space that this pandemic brought for everyone made
their task all the more difficult.

Overcoming most of the barriers, NGOs made an extremely
significant contribution in providing humanitarian relief
amidst this global pandemic that continues to make the life of
everyone difficult and challenging. Itis no exaggeration to say
that many NGOs came as a ray of hope for many people
around the world. They truly maintained their legacy of
working towards social development, even as most of the
world had shut down and came to a pause. It is expected that
this enhanced role played by the Non-Governmental
Organizations shall not cease even as things go back to
normal. In fact, in the ‘new normal’ world, we can only see the
capacity of NGOs expanding,

Covid-19 and Globalisation

The pandemic that the world is collectively experiencing
today has increased the relevance of national boundaries in
unimaginable magnitude in an era where globalisation is
celebrated. Covid-19 has the world and its functioning in its
grip, affecting every dimension of vibrant global forces. Quite
a paradoxical situation, indeed, for the virus has reached every
corner of the globe and at the same time has rendered the
global and domestic economy defenceless. The state’s role in
keeping the outbreak of the virus under control and within
the confines of its boundaries emphasizes the fact that the
Westphalian notion of the state as a territorially defined entity
is here to stay. Protectionist sentiments are on the rise, thus
favoring state interventionist measures and countries are
looking inward rather than outward in the process. An apt
question that can be posed here is whether Covid-19 has
effectively diminished neo-liberal economic structural
processes along with the various dimensions of globalisation
and as a consequence has increased the importance of the
state, or has it merely dented its penetrative abilities.

Globalisation

The territorially defined Westphalian conception of a
sovereign state emerged only in the 16th-17th century, in
specific with the aftermath of the 30 Year War. Contributions
by Bodin and Hobbes on the sovereignty of the state
highlight the important recognition of territorial integrity and
internal and external sovereignty, meaning that its boundaries
are impermeable and its violation unacceptable.

An all-encompassing role is played by the state today that also
presents its essentiality and significance since its borders
determine and dictate the social, political, cultural and

Shivantika Raje, 3™ Year

economic spheres of our lives. The transition from a Laissez-
Faire to an Interventionist state in the West happened only in
the first half of the twentieth century, only to be unraveled
later in the 90s by what scholars call ‘globalisation’ that came
with the disintegration of Soviet Union. Scholars differ in
their conceptualization but to put it simply, globalisation
refers to the emergence of a complex web of
interconnectedness where events and decisions in one part of
the world affect societies far away thus rendering space and
time irrelevant.

These developments have paved the way not only to a more
common relatable culture but also to a more serious
discussion on global civil society and cosmopolitanism. In
this way, globalisation has challenged the very idea of state
boundaries, authority and sovereignty.

Globalisation during COVID

The outbreak of Covid-19 in 2020 has led to re-emergence
and increased relevance of state boundaries that have become
the primary barriers in curbing the spread of the virus. The
world is witnessing a significant decline in inter-state travel
and the flow of goods as a result of the government’s closing
borders and restricting air travel. Although a downward slope
in the global economy was registered well before 2020, Covid-
19 has exacerbated and aggravated trade deficiencies.
Countries are looking inwards for goods and domestic
suppliers to fulfill the needs of their citizens, a great portion
of whom are unemployed due to the pandemic itself. This
would explain the protectionist policies undertaken by
various nations including India. Prime Minister Modi’s
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat” draws on the need of making domestic
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industries and companies robust rather than basing the
country’s dependence on others. Similar policies have been
adopted by the United States (in former President Trump’s
‘America First’ policy), the United Kingdom and the
European Union that would enable governments to approve
or decline investments in concerned states and also aim to
restrict the inflow of immigrants. However, such a sentiment
pre-dates Covid-19 that only intensified after the crisis.

This resurgence of borders also entails state responsibility
towards its citizens, evident in instances of special flight
rescue missions intending to bring back citizens stranded in
other countries along with a need for safety nets, social
security, state-monitored health care services and vaccination
drives. This last point brings me to the idea of ‘vaccine
nationalism’ which is just another reflection of states
prioritising their citizens living within their territory. The race
to procure vaccines has only begun and developed nations
inhabited by only 16% of the world population, have
possession of 60% of the vaccine supply. This is a serious
blow to the vision of global society and the collective resolve
to make the world Covid-19 free and an obvious sign of the
resurgence of country boundaries and state politics. Nations
have also been unable to come together because each of them
is preoccupied with tackling their domestic problems.

Whatlies Ahead

Is Covid-19 a possible death knell for globalisation and a
marker of re-established importance of state? Itis too early to
come up with such a conclusive statement and also perhaps a
little risky because the world had been experiencing what
some scholars are calling ‘de-globalisation’ before the onset
of the pandemic crisis, therefore its decline cannot entirely be
attributed to Covid-19. And despite the ‘shrinkage of the
world’, states have continued to play, to this day, an
instrumental role in providing stability and security as well as
that of aregulator.

Preeti Yaday, 3rd year

Having said that, global forces have still found a way to
function despite having been put in temporary paralysis.
States are pooling in resources for production, supply and
export of vaccine and medical equipment; the recent signing
of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
and China’s decision to continue with its Belt Road Initiative
to strengthen economic ties. Interaction between state leaders
and diplomacy has shifted online. Even BRICs held its 12th
Summit 2020 in virtual mode.

Contrary to the overwhelming rhetoric of the reversal of
globalisation, we can safely state that globalisation is still
somewhat robust in its functioning although its intensity has
become lackluster over the years. At the same time, Covid-19
has provided a new life to the Westphalian conception of the
state. The state has a renewed responsibility that cannot be
abdicated or transferred to non-state entities. In conclusion,
we can say that just as society is slowly coming to terms and is
adapting to the ‘new normal’, so will the State and the
phenomenon of globalisation.

Economic Consequences of Covid-19 in India:
the need for crisis preparedness

“The year 2020 could see the worst global economic
recession fallout since the Great Depression, with over
170 countries likely to experience negative per capita
GDP growth.”

-Kristalina Georgiev

The global Covid-19 pandemic inflicted two kinds of shocks
on the countries across the globe- a health shock and an
economic shock since its effective containment required the
economies of the world to stop their normal functioning.
This abrupt halt led to dire consequences, brought social and
economic life to a standstill, and triggered fears of a deep and
prolonged global recession.

Khushi Agarwal, 2™ Year

To curb the spread, the Government of India too announced
a nation-wide lockdown starting March 25, 2020 that
remained in effect till May 31. The lockdown restrictions
which were imposed without any preparation and
coordination with states, was one of the most stringent
lockdowns enforced in the world, forcing 1.3 billion Indians
to stay indoors. Except for some essential services and
activities, the rest of India’s $2.9 trillion economy remained
shuttered during the Covid period. As per news reports
published in Economic Times on 23 March 2020, the
economists are pegging the cost of the lockdown at the US
$120 billion or 4% of the Indian GDP. Despite the curve
flattening and the development of new vaccines, many are
still wondering what recovery would look like.
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There has been a multi-sectoral impact of the virus as the
economic activities of the nation slowed down. A 2019 joint
report from the WHO and the World Bank estimated the
impact of the pandemic at 4.8% of the global GDP. Let us
now analyze the impacts sector-wise.

INFORMAL SECTOR

The unequal labour market in India witnessed a widespread
loss of jobs and income after Covid-19 struck. India has a
very high share of less-educated informal workers (self-
employed, casual workers including migrants) engaged in low
paying, precatious and unstable jobs that do not offer any
social security in the sectors worst hit by the pandemic. Due to
low, irregular incomes and a lack of social support, many of
them were spurred to continue working, often in unsafe
conditions, exposing themselves and their families to
additional risks much in contrast to the organized formal
sector employees. The lockdown led to large-scale losses of
jobs and incomes for these informal sector workers, pegged at
around 122 million in April 2020 according to the estimates
from CMIE. With almost no economic activity particularly in
urban areas, millions of migrant workers were forced to
return to their native villages, thus creating a massive migrant
crisis.

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD

The pandemic induced lockdown adversely affected the
Indian agricultural sector by disrupting the necessary supply
chains through several channels: input distribution,
harvesting, procurement, transport hurdles, marketing, and
processing. Closure of Mandis, restaurants, transport
bottlenecks, etc. reduced the demand for fresh produce,
poultry, and fisheries products, affecting both producers and
suppliers. Agricultural growth is expected to be between 2.5%
to 3% in FY21 as India had a bumper crop production due to
normal monsoons this season. However, with the
introduction of the new controversial farm laws, it is still not
clear as to how the Indian agriculture sector will react to the
intended shock treatment.

MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES
(MSME’s)

The micro, small and medium enterprises that constitute the
manufacturing sector in India had been worst hit by the
pandemic due to reduced cash flows caused by the nationwide
lockdown. Their demand, as well as supply chain, disrupted,
and they had been adversely affected by the exodus of
migrant workers, restrictions in the availability of raw
materials, disruption in exports and imports, and also by the
widespread travel bans, closure of malls, hotels, theatres, and
educational institutions. As a consequence, hundreds of
thousands of people employed in this sector ended up with
job and salary losses. With all non-essential businesses closed,
most industries witnessed a drastic decline in sales. Revenue
losses will force businesses to either close down or opt for
wholesale retrenchment of workers.

TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY

The tourism and hospitality sector has been badly damaged,

with millions of jobs lost and many companies bankrupt.
New variants of the virus, discovered in recent months, have
forced many countries to introduce tighter travel restrictions.
The CAPA assessed that the Indian aviation industry will post
staggering losses worth nearly $ 4bn this year. Railway freight
was down by more than 35% in April and began recovering
slowly since May. Billions of dollars have been lost in 2020
and although the forecast for 2021 is better, many analysts
believe that international travel and tourism won’t return to
the normal pre-pandemic levels until around 2021.

BANKING AND FINANCIALINSTITUTIONS

The country-wide lockdown had aggravated the risk aversion
of the banking system. As more and more firms struggle to
stay afloat and are unable to repay their dues amidst the
massive demand and supply disruptions, corporate
delinquencies have gone up and the level of Non-Performing
Assets in the already fragile banking system increased
precipitously. With Covid-19 disrupting jobs and income
sources of millions of people, defaults from the retail sector
and individual loan defaulters are also likely to soar not only
rise in the banking system but also in the NBFCs who lend to
the MSME sector. Foreign investors have been pulling money
out of the Indian financial markets and are fleeing to safe
assets as stock markets crashed.

The unprecedented lockdown that was imposed due to the
contagious nature of the disease adversely affected the
stability of the economy. In this scenario, India would go into
recession, jeopardizing lifestyle and assumption of common
wellbeing which we had taken for granted. India’s GDP was
on a downward slope much before the Covid-19 pandemic hit
the country, largely due to the demonetisation exercise, and
the botched up implementation of GST that paralyzed the
cash-dominated informal sector and small businesses.
Coupled with a humanitarian crisis and muted policy
response, the Covid-19 pandemic has brutally exposed and
worsened existing vulnerabilities in the Indian economy.

It may take a long time for the economy to recover from this
shock; recovery depends on the policy responses of the
Government and the RBI. The Government of India has
announced a 20 lakh crore ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ economic
package, amounting to 10% of the GDP aimed at igniting the
innovative entrepreneurial spirit of New India by focusing on
strengthening the economy, infrastructure, system,
demography, and demand. The Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman presented the Union budget for the fiscal year
2021 on February 1, 2021, amidst the COVID-19 pandemic,
largely based on six pillars- health and well-being, physical and
financial capital and infrastructure, inclusive development for
aspirational India, reinvigorating human capital, innovation,
and Research & Development, and minimum governance,
maximum governance. However, it is to be seen whether the
government can help boost the economy after what has been
a difficult year, due to the economic slowdown, followed by
the disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.
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DISSENT DURING PANDEMIC

‘Dissent’ is seen as a disagreement or precisely to have
opinions, philosophy, or sentiment of non-agreement or
opposition to a prevailing idea. The right to dissent is one of
the most important rights guaranteed by the Constitution. As
long as a person doesn’t break the law or encourage strife, they
have the right to differ from any other citizen or those in
power. The dissent attempts to weaken the existing unjust
power structures so thata more just structure can be putin its
place. At the end of the day, it gives hope to humankind to
stand for what it is ultimately known for, to use its conscience,
and to attain justice. People are driven towards dissent, and it
is righttully called ‘power of the powerless’. Countering the
injustice, allows more people to live a ‘good life’, flourish, and
make their tomorrows even better in the process.

Governments around the world are using the pandemic to
close off all sources of dissent on the ground and online.
Authorities have deployed heavy-handed security responses
and emergency measures to crush dissent, criminalize basic
freedoms, and silence independent reporting, leaving the
essence of democracy compromised. Governments have
used coronavirus to quash protests. What has happened over
time in Hong Kong is pathetic. Hong Kong’s controversial
national security law will aid China in silencing voices of
dissent against the Chinese government, and it will give
Beijing jurisdiction over “some extremely rare” national
security cases in Hong Kong. This sparked massive protests
where the police have responded with teargas and pepper
spray and have even shot an individual. It has impounded and
searched dozens of people at a time to effectively quash all
expressions of dissent. Several pro-democracy activists were
arrested and detained due to their involvement in the protests.
Colombia saw the assassination of three prominent activists
in the early days of the country’s lockdown. Armed rebel
groups involved in drug trafficking are targeting activists they
see as impediments to their profits. It clearly shows how a lack
of scrutiny leads to an attack on Human Rights and leaves the
actors more vulnerable to attacks.

In Russia, President Putin furthered a proposal that would
keep him in power until 2036 and banned gatherings of over
5,000 people for the month of March 2020.

The report by Washington-based Freedom House said
authorities in dozens of countries have cited the COVID-19
outbreak “to justify expanded surveillance power and the
deployment of new technologies that were once seen as too
intrusive.” This has led to increased censorship of dissent.
Freedom House’s index of internet freedom assigned a score
on a 100-point scale to 65 countries; this shows a consistent
drop in internet freedom for the 10th year. China was the
worst-ranked country for the 6th consecutive year. It said
Chinese authorities “combined low-and high-tech tools not
only to manage the outbreak of the coronavirus but also to
deter internet usets from sharing information from
independent sources and challenging the official narrative.”
The report cited notable declines in countries where
authorities have imposed internet shutdowns including

Aditi Prakash, 2™Year

Myanmar, Kyrgyzstan, India, and Rwanda for its use of
“sophisticated spyware to monitor and intimidate exiled
dissidents.”

In India, the ones with critical minds have been labelled as
anti-national or a coward for speaking up for the right. One of
the biggest protests going on in India is the farmers’ protests
where it has become the case of farmers vs the government.
Farmers are fighting against the violence inflicted by the
policemen, being abducted, booked under unlawful charges,
still, the beloved governmentis pushing fora round of talks.

Right from shutting down the internet in Jammu & Kashmir
to booking students and activists under UAPA, for
expressing their dissent and protesting peacefully during the
CAA protests. Jamia Millia Islamia students Meeran Haider,
Safoora Zargar, Pinjra Tod Members and JNU students
Natasha Narwal, Devangana Kalita, and several other names
are there who have been slapped with UAPA. Let’s not forget
about the stand-up comedian who was arrested for the jokes
he didn’t make. The government has come a long way in
finding new ways to shut every mouth that tries to question its
accountability.

How many arrests and how many atrocities will it take to call
out this government, which has created a situation of
‘undeclared emergency’?

Because, let’s not forget, fascism is strengthened because
people are silenced and made to believe that all steps whether
right or wrong are in the spirit of nationalism.

But do we need that kind of nationalism? Witch-hunting
against a particular section of citizenry. The feeling that the
country and its government can do no wrong is what will lead
to its destruction. Firstly, people need to understand that the
country’s government is not equal to the country. Their
responsibility is to serve us, but there’s no necessity to defend
the government in the wake of a dangerous move. Climate
Change Activists like Disha Ravi got remanded in police
custody. Her Crime? Amending and sharing a toolkit for
protests, which was seen as a move to destabilize India and to
dismantle this powerful country! This government has clearly
stated through its actions thatitis intolerant towards dissent.

To question the government, to challenge and verify, and to
ask for accountability from the government is the right of
every citizen under the Constitution. Criticising the
legislature, executive, or judiciary isn’t anti-national. Curbing
dissent and denying basic human necessities isn’t what is
desirable in a democracy.

People can be proud of their country. People can love it.
People can honour it. But people should also understand that
their country is not above human ideals. Patriotism and not
nationalism is the need of the hour.

Dissent during the pandemic has shown us the true colours
of governments across the world. However, the struggle for
justice will continue as it has always, time and again.
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Covid-19 Pandemic and the Digital Divide

They say, “A gun would be too violent. A noose would be too
ancient. And a knife blade to the wrist would be too silent.”
So, the question in the milieu of Education Technology is,
how could it be carried out smoothly and precisely, with
minimum mess, yet maximum impact? The answer, as we all
petceive it to be, lies in the question itself. A virtual and
convenient mode of imparting education is believed to be the
much needed ‘fuel’ to race the ‘carts’ of education.

There’s no denying the fact that this pandemic enabled us to
look for an alternative to the traditionally monotonous
method of teaching, and replaced it with a rather innovative
teaching and learning option - through Zoom, Google or
Microsoft interfaces. It also exposed just how rooted the
structural imbalances are - between rural and urban areas,
male and female, rich and poor, even in the digital world. Be it
pre or post-pandemic, this underscores the systematically
structured economic discrimination which is flouted so
conveniently although it requites considerable attention.
Time and again, there’s a debate on whether virtual teaching
and learning is a boon or a bane, and all I can say is that it is
only a deliberation for the privileged because the
underprivileged often get sidelined and unheard. Ironic as it
sounds, this article, seeking to highlight the unequal access to
education, can only be read by those who have the means to
download a PDF on their device and read it to understand
that they aren’t alone. We like to believe that we’re all in this
together and that we will all come out of this together. The
debate on Ed-tech is not who has the most of it and who has
the least, but who gets it and who doesn’t, at all. The digital
divide is evident across class, gender, region or place of
residence. Among the poorest 20% households, only 2.7%
have access to a computer and 8.9% to internet facilities. In
the case of the top 20% households, the proportions are
27.6% and 50.5% respectively.

According to UNESCO, in September 2020, a staggering 850
million children and young adults, half of those enrolled in
schools, colleges and universities wortldwide, were not in
education or training because of COVID-19. The agency has
also been tracking closutes of schools up to secondary level,
and although schools were reopening in many regions, they
remain closed in 52 countries. Most of these areas are in the
southern half of the globe, encompassing many low and
middle-income countries, which means that students are
much less likely to be taking part in the online revolution. The
optimum usage of the Internet in this area is low, and some
360 million young people do not have access to it. These
figures imply that students from poor families, who do not
have access to the internet, are more likely to be denied
education, as compared to the richer families. This further
widens the systemic educational inequalities.

Devika Chadha, an educationist says, “Students definitely
gain from technological advances that enhance the learning
process, but is it intimidating at the same time? We also deal
with street children of the city and education for them is

Jasmine Nankani, 1 year

something that happens across night schools, with
‘interrupted learning” a common factor. During exams, it is
the technology that helps them cope with the workload of
studies.” To analyse her statement, we need to understand the
nature of economic disparity among students as a major
factor in determining whether the technology is really
benefiting them or not. The equitable distribution of
technology and resources is the most crucial determinant of
the digital divide.

In universities, the transition to online education is enabling

institutions to reach out to students from underserved areas
and underrepresented communities. But if you notice the
paradox, children from these communities already cannot
access formal schooling, a struggle that adds to their plight.
Due to this, very few students can reach high school or
college. If broadband and laptops are equivalent to the
teacher, the library, and the laboratory, then why should only a
fraction of the students have access to it? What about the
rest? Online education must become more inclusive. The
public or the private sectors that fund it must do more to
ensure that more learners can benefit from new Ed-Tech,
including access to broadband, smartphones and laptops. It
will only benefit the world, to have an educated and resilient
population, decades down the line.

Shantanu Sharma, a 22-year-old B.Tech student from Meerut,
who is also a social activist, expresses his concern over the
deprivation of education in slum areas. He works with his
team members to educate underprivileged children and urges
the authorities to ensure the proper availability of the tools
and devices required for the children to have access to
learning. One such story is of an eighth-grade student in
Faridabad, Haryana, Suchi Singh. There is only one
smartphone between her and her three siblings. So, the four
take turns to attend classes. This girl, who is a topper, is forced
to miss classes, which troubles her father Rajesh Kumar, a
newspaper vendor. But as he says, he has no option - a
smartphone is a luxury when he is struggling to provide for
his family. “E-classes have made life difficult,” he said,
pessimistic about what the future holds for him and his
children.

According to the 2017-18 National Sample Survey report on
education, only 24% of Indian households have an internet
facility. While 66% of India’s population lives in villages, only
a little over 15% of rural households have access to internet
services. For urban households, the proportion is 42%. In
fact, only 8% of all households with members aged between
five and 24 have both a computer and an internet connection.
Itis also useful to note that as per the National Sample Survey
definition, a household with a device or internet facility does
not necessarily imply that the connection and devices are
owned by the household.
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The aim of highlighting the digital divide in the country is
with the hope that the resources required for online education
reach students. Authorities and educational institutions, both
government and non-government, should work more
towards providing the facilities for this Ed-tech. Studies show
that students who learn with technology-based platforms are
tuned towards creativity and innovation, sharpening skills and
talents as it ultimately morphs them into well-trained
professionals. All of this is only possible if we collectively
work by raising awareness towards accessible forms of
education for the less privileged class of society. As per the
Internet and Mobile Association of India report, in 2019,
while 67% men had access to the internet, this figure was only
at 33% for women. The disparity is more prominent in rural
India, where the figures are 72% and 28% for men and
women, respectively.

To conclude, one can say that irrespective of race, creed, or
gender, education makes it possible for people to stand out as
equals, despite being from different walks of life. Education is
not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire. If we investin
education today, the return on this investment is certainly
voluminous. As Mark Twain said, “A person who won’t read
has no advantage over one who can’t read.” What he implies
by this statement is that it is us, the comforted, the fortunate,
the wealthy and the educated who take education for granted
and those who are less fortunate are the ones who need hope,
security and an opportunity to thrive and learn. So why can’t
we elevate their position in society by pressurizing those in
power to enable a basic right like education to be free and
accessible to all, in practice and not just on paper? A little seed
of effort sown by us today will definitely reap the fruit of
righteousness tomorrow.

THE SHADOW PANDEMIC

Lockdown... what was it for? We don’t have to think much to
find an answer. Lockdown was to prevent the spread of
COVID-19. This Hobson’s choice came with the motto of
‘Stay Home, Stay Safe’. But, was everyone really safe while at
home? If we think deeply, we won’t even have to look at the
facts and figures and we will get the real answer. Just look
around and if you are really keen to know the truth of this
society, then the answer to this question will come as a ‘NO’.
Alas! Everyone was not safe in these ‘safely locked spaces’
This proved to be a cruel reminder of the deep-rooted
inequalities in our society that reeks of patriarchy.

The restrictions imposed for well being along with the
exacerbated baggage of financial entanglement by job losses
and unemployment led to different forms of abuse. Some
abuses left a mark on the body while some left a scar on the
mind and heart. Even what seem to be the most trivial tasks in
times like this like not serving the food on time, not being able
to procure ration and resources propetly, etc. resulted in
physical and verbal abuse. Increase in the workload due to the
absence of domestic help added fuel to the ongoing fire.
Hence, the shackles of the lockdown did notlead to the safety
of all. This gendered nature of the disease reflected in the
rapidly sprouting pre-existing inequalities earned it the
moniker of ‘The Shadow Pandemic’. Quarantine and
movement restrictions served to further isolate many women
trapped within the four walls with their perpetrators.

ISWORSHIPPING WOMEN ENOUGH?

Wilson et al. (1998) and Parkinson (2019) have revealed in
their studies that there is a direct relationship between natural
disasters or extreme national events and increased domestic
violence. The rising number of domestic violence cases in
India during COVD-19 testify these studies. Lockdown
during COVID-19 led to decreased employment and the

Simran Dhawan, 3™ Year

resulting loss of income of men resulted in lesser economic
security and in turn more assertive behavior toward their
partners. Most of the women in India worked in the informal
sectors and due to the swift nationwide lockdown were left
unemployed with no economic security. They were left at the
mercy of the perpetrators of violence and their avenues for
help were leftimpaired.

India is infamous for gender-based violence with a world
ranking of 4 as the worst country for gender equality. In this
scenario, the hard-earned rights of women came under threat.
Data of NFHS-4 (2014-15) show 71% of women
encountering spousal violence. This only worsened during
the lockdown. According to the National Commission for
Women (NCW) data, a wobbling number of 13410
complaints of crime against women between March and
September 2020 were received of which 4350 were of
domestic violence. Thus, the domestic complaints have
increased 2.5 times since the nationwide lockdown began.

‘SANSKAARD’ QUIET ‘NAARTI

Although there is an increase in violence against women, the
stats are just the tip of the iceberg as it widely an
underreported issue. Even today, in our society, it is very
difficult for women to raise their voices against men. Apart
from this, the abused tend to report their atrocities through
informal channels like their natal family, but due to the
movement restrictions, their first source of help seems far
away. They shy away from reporting it to the police because of
the fear of a much worse abuse that lies on the other end i.e.
societal shaming when their partner is jailed or taken away by
police. Another problem that serves this underreporting is
the lack of means of communication as only 46% of women
in urban areas and 37% in rural areas have access to a personal
mobile phone. They are just seen as child-bearers and care-
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givers in the family who have to accept, all thatis done to them
is because apparently, they are a —Sanskari Naari’. This
embedded thinking makes them accept the inferior position.

We live in a society where 52% women and 42% men believe
that it is justified for a husband to hit his wife, according to a
survey. In such a scenario, the prime motive of even the
government sways away from protecting the ones who need
protection inside their homes while cohabiting with their
partners. The ‘Naari’ still is ‘Abla’ because the unavailability of
formal support system machinery for their protection from
violence is not an essential service, cutting them off of all the
support which she could get to be actually ‘free’ and ‘safe’.

ALONGJOURNEYWITHNO HOPE

While talking of violence, the aspect of migrant women
walking miles during the advanced stage of their pregnancy to
find a safe haven amidst the pandemic cannot be ignored. In
addition to the embedded gender divide, our society has a
historical class divide as well which people don’t tend to
challenge. When a woman comes from the lowest strata in
society, the atrocities and the hardships double. For them,
what is left is just the hope to survive by clutching a straw.
While traveling miles every day with the hope to reach home,
these women have been delivering babies on the roadside and
asif this was not enough, they were left with no support when
their family members died during this journey.

THE WAY AHEAD

The wotld of an abuse victim is characterized by loneliness,
fear and alienation. It has serious consequences for those
affected by it. In order to help them out, we ought to extend a
helping hand towards them. Many organizations have set up
helpline numbers to help the victims. Even United Nations
Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres has called for measures
to address a “horrifying global surge in domestic violence”
amid the lockdown implementations throughout the world.

ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activists) workers prove to
be a real difference-maker for the abused in the rural areas as
they are the first ones to contact the victims of abuse. The
state governments during the pandemic tried to make a
difference. For instance, Uttar Pradesh police’s campaign,
‘Suppress corona, not your voice’, Odisha police’s phone-up
programme, Kerala state commission for women’s tele
counseling facility, Maharashtra government’s Akshara
centres, special cell for women, children and the
#LockdownOnDomesticViolence campaigns.

In a similar manner, sensitizing everyone through nationwide
campaigns and improving the agency and financial
independence can help in this situation as an assurance of
supportis created. Only then a woman can truly have the reins
of her life in her hands and can speak strongly against what is
wrong without any fear.
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Focusing on Gender Issues During the Pandemic

“At any given moment you have the power to say this
is not how the story is going to end.”

- Christine Mason Miller

The pandemic, as we all know, has affected not only each one
of us differently, but has also had different impacts on
different genders, both positive as well as negative. With
various other issues, the most prominent has been the use of
domestic, sexual and gender-based violence against women.

With quarantine or stay-at-home measures during the
pandemic, gender-based differences have been thrown into
sharper relief. Vulnerable women exposed to the public sector
such as the labour force or paid jobs are now unpaid and
exploited. With negligible to zero social or institutional
support, it exposes these women to their abusers. A looming
recession during pandemic times led to the loss of job and
income for many people, leading to financial instability. This
further led to mental stress and drugs or alcohol consumption
as a coping mechanism. Draining out all the anger, frustration
on the women of the house, mentally and physically abusing
them, making it even worse for women and children who live
with violent and controlling men.

Women face both mental and economic pressures as their
personal spaces have been taken over completely, isolating
their thoughts and having zero space to express their ideas.
For the pandemic, women were an easy target affecting their
means of livelihood negatively and making itless secure.

There has also been a huge health gap between urban and
rural women, as basic healthcare and sanitation facilities were
notaccessible to rural women.

Mohini Vatsh, 2™ Year

Women in professions such as sex work were also
inadvertently affected by the pandemic due to issues related
to lack of hygiene and sanitation. They are also further
exploited, as they have nothing to prove their identity, with no
ration card to even feed themselves.

Focusing on the healthcare industry, like women with
different health issues and needs, pregnant women, or those
women facing terminal illness, were not provided with
enough facilities as most of the hospital facilities and care
were reserved and devoted to the COVID patients. Thus,
sexual as well as physical health care facilities took a backseat
on the priority list. Another issue was of women working at
the front line duting pandemic like providing for hospital
care, nursing, etc. They make up for 70% of the workforce
and need to be given immediate care as they provide care for
their household at home and for the infected family members
at work, which puts them at a greater risk. However,
according to facts, since women have a higher life expectancy
and a higher likelihood of facing health problems, women are
more likely to need long-term care, which was insufficient
during COVID times.

This is now further complicated as older people, and
especially women who are living alone and depend on care
from family, friends or neighbours can no longer rely on it to
the same extent. For older people living in residential facilities,
social distancing measures can increase their chances of
social exclusion as visitors are denied entry. During the
pandemic, there was also an increase in parental physical
abuse where parents started beating their kids at home for
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trivial matters, on the pretext of concern for the child. During
this time, they expected the girl children of families to cater to
the family’s needs and do household chores, taking care of the
family alongside their career and education, making the
already difficult pandemic even more difficult for them.

There also emerged an issue for people in vulnerable
situations like refugee camps and migrant workers. Women
and men living in refugee camps are especially vulnerable to
COVID-19 and other diseases as a result of living in
overcrowded areas, lack of sanitation, and lack of access to
decent healthcare or vaccination programmes, making
physical distancing and constant handwashing simply
impossible. Migrant women and men also face barriers to
accessing healthcare, such as language, financial costs, legal
restrictions and lack of awareness of services.

Another major issue is the problem of women or men with
disabilities, it’s hard to maintain social distancing as many of
them depend on another being to eat, dress up or take a
shower. Even with domestic violence, women with disabilities
are more endangered as they hardly have any access to shelter
facilities, and hence choose to stay in violent situations.

Recent facts stated by the United Nations on covid-19 crisis
exacerbating gender equality:

1. The COVID-19 pandemic is aggravating economic
inequalities faced by women. Specifically, about 740
million women around the world work in the informal
economy sector with a less secure job, less pay. In
developing economies, informal work makes up 70% of
women’s employment, and informal jobs are the first to
disappear in times of economic uncertainty.

2. Women and girls have unique health needs, but they are
less likely to have access to quality health services,
essential medicines and vaccines, maternal and
reproductive health care, or insurance coverage for
routine and catastrophic health costs, especially in rural
and marginalized communities. In Latin America and
the Caribbean, about 18 million additional women will
lose regular access to modern contraceptives because of
the pandemic. The UN report adds that restrictive social
norms and gender stereotypes can also limit women’s
ability to seck or benefit from health services, even when
there isn’t a widespread health crisis and certainly amid
one.

3. The COVID-19 global crisis has made starkly visible the
fact that the wotlds formal economies and the
maintenance of our daily lives are built on the invisible
and unpaid labour of women. Globally, girls and women
on average do three times more unpaid care work than
men, a number thatis likely to skyrocket as all household
chores have to be managed. Further, most single parents
are women, which increases theit burden, and this
unpaid labour leaves women less time for paid work,
education, and career advancement. And, as the UN
cautions, violence against women is taking on a new

complexity: exposure to COVID-19 is used as a threat.
“Abusers are exploiting the inability of women to call for
help or escape and women risk being thrown out on the
street with nowhere to go.”

4. Evidence actross sectors, including economic planning
and emergency response, demonstrates unquestioningly
that policies that do not consult women or include them
in decision-making are simply less effective, and can
even do harm. Beyond individual women, women’s
organizations who are often on the front line of
response in communities should also be represented and
supported. Occupational segregation by gender in the
health sector is both deep and universal, with women
health workers concentrated in lower status, lower-paid
or unpaid roles. Men decide, women do the work.

5. Globally, even before the COVID-19 pandemic began,
1 in 3 women experienced physical or sexual violence
mostly by an intimate partner. Emerging data shows an
increase in calls to domestic violence helplines in many
countries since the outbreak of COVID-19. Sexual
harassment and other forms of violence against women
continue to occur on the streets, in public spaces and
online. Survivors have limited information and
awareness about services and limited access too. In some
countties, resources and efforts have been diverted from

violence against women response to immediate
COVID-19 relief.

While these are some negative impacts, there has been a
myriad of positive impacts on gender during the pandemic.
There have been outstanding achievements by women in
healthcare and the scientific sector, contributing to important
decision-making in vaccine creation, production and its
regulations. This pandemic also enabled a lot of women to
achieve advancement in their careers in innovation and
entrepreneurship. Women have set-up small business
companies to live their dreams and achieve greater heights.
Some women and men spread awareness about the effects of
the pandemic on mental health and even encouraged
survivors to share stories and speak against their abusers.

However, there’s still a long way to go for a gender-equal and
gender-neutral society, especially in times of crisis. Gender-
based issues need to be treated as a priority during such
vulnerable times, alongside other issues. Government
organisations should provide helpline numbers for people to
reach out to.

Additionally, society and its players such as NGOs, civil
society bodies, family, friends and neighbours should be
vigilant in case they come across violence and should report
them immediately. The world will not prevail over COVID-19
by acting alone, we must work to ensure that we build our
solutions on solidarity and partnership. We know that gender-
equal societies are much more prosperous and sustainable
than those with deep disparities. The world's decision-makers
have an opportunity to make gender equality a top priority.
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Covid- 19 And Domestic Violence

As Covid-19 cases surged in the United States in March 2020,
stay-at-home orders were put in place. Schools were closed,
workers were furloughed, laid off, or told to work from home.
With people confined to their homes, their personal
movement became limited. Due to these reasons, advocates
have expressed concern about a potential increase in intimate
partner violence (IPV). Stay-at-home orders, intended to
protect the public and prevent widespread infection, left
many IPV victims trapped with their abusers. Domestic-
violence hotlines prepared for an increase in demand for
services as states enforced these mandates, but many
organizations experienced the opposite. In some regions, the
number of help calls to these hotlines dropped by more than
50%. Experts in the field knew that rates of IPV had not
decreased, but rather that victims were unable to safely
connect with services. Though restrictions on movement
have been lifted in most regions, the pandemic and its effects
rage on, and there is widespread agreement that areas that
have seen a drop in caseloads are likely to experience a second
surge. This pandemic has reinforced important truths:
inequities related to social determinants of health are
magnified during a crisis, and sheltering in place does not
inflict equivalent hardship on all people.

That is to say, there’s the pandemic you know about, and all
too well. It’s rightfully crowding the headlines of your
newspaper and occupying the minds of government leaders.
It’s taking loved ones, imperilling heroes in scrubs,
threatening neighbours at the cash register, and suddenly
turning parents everywhere into teachers.

Then, there’s the shadow pandemic which is rapidly
unravelling the limited but precious progress that the world
has made towards gender equality in the past few decades. As
summarized by a new UN report about COVID-19 and gitls
and women, this shadow pandemic can be seen in a spike in -
domestic violence as gitls and women are sheltering-in-place
with their abusers, the loss of employment for women who
hold the majority of insecure, informal and lower-payingjobs,
the risk shouldered by the worlds nurses, who are
predominantly women, and the rapid increase in unpaid care
work that girls and women mostly provide already. The
current emergency is poised to deeply exacerbate a stubborn
one. While early reports suggest that men are more likely to
succumb to COVID-19, the social and economic toll will be
paid, disproportionately, by the world’s girls and women.

Nimisha Dutta, 1st Year

Economic independence is a critical factor in violence
prevention. For many people who experience IPV, the co-
owning of wealth and financial resources or dependence on
an abusive partner is too convoluted to serve without an
alternative source of economic support. The pandemic has
exacerbated financial entanglement by causing increased job
loss and unemployment, particularly among women of
colour, immigrants, and workers without a college education.
Additionally, due to the public health restrictions put in place
to combat the spread of the virus, the access to alternative
sources of housing such as shelters and hotels have also
reduced, since they have had to partially and in some cases,
completely shut down. The travel restrictions have limited
people’s access to safe-havens. Shelters have made valiant
efforts to ease crowding and to help residents move into
hotels, extended-stay apartments, or the homes of family
members and friends. Though some restrictions have been
lifted, many shelters remain closed or are operating at reduced
capacity, which creates challenges for people who need
alternative housing arrangements.

Closures of schools and child care facilities have added to the
stress at home. Virtual learning often requires the
involvement and supervision of parents and guardians. Some
families do not have access to a reliable internet connection.
Additionally, child care obligations may fall to friends,
neighbours, or family members while parents work or attempt
to find work. Some parents are considered essential workers
and cannot work from home, and others are required to work
virtually. The added stress of balancing work, child care, and
children’s education has led to a rise in child abuse. Mandated
reporters, such as teachers, child cate providers, and
clinicians, also have fewer interactions with children and
families and fewer opportunities to assess, recognize, and
reportsigns of abuse than they did before the pandemic.

The Covid-19 pandemic has put a spotlight on numerous
ongoing public health crises, including violence within the
home. As state mandates relax and people begin to live, a new
version of normal, clinicians, public health officials, and
policymakers cannot stop addressing the layers of social
inequities in our communities and how they affect people’s
access to care. The pandemic has highlighted how much work
needs to be done to ensure that people who experience abuse
can continue to obtain access to support, refuge, and medical
care when another public health disaster hits.
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Quarantine Diaries

Privilege Check

Shreya Pawar, 3™ Year

One person I'd almost forgotten about from college during this lockdown was the jewelry stall aunty. This aunty used to put all her
things on neatly laid plastic sheets on the ground and wait for the girls to get in or out of college hoping an earring or a bracelet
would catch their eyes. I'd usually talk my way into getting a discount of atleast 10 rupees every time I bought something from her,
which would be almost every week. I still remember the last thing I bought from her was a septum ring because I’'d often lose those.

“parso hi vapis aaye, beta. gaanv chale gaye the. yaha toh kuch tha hi nahi biwi bachho ko sambhalne ko.” So when I was talking to
this fifty-something man, with my fingers lingering on some random jewelry at a stall outside a metro station, my mind wandered
back to that jewelry stall aunty.

I don’t know where shes.
I don’tknow if she’s back with her stall now that the students have started visiting the campus again.
I don’t even know whether she exists anymore.

This old man who was probably making his first 90 rupees of the day was someone I had met for barely 5 minutes. And that aunty,
whom I haven’t even heard of for the past ten monthsis someone I can’t stop thinking about.

But there is another thing I can’t stop thinking about. It is the point about how easy my life in a cage-like but luxurious lockdown
was. My dad didn’t lose his job. My mom didn’t, either. I was surfing through the internet and enjoying my ‘vacation’ for most of it
while my jewelry stall aunty and this old uncle lost almost everything they had. While I was analyzing the government’s moves to
manage the efficient movement of migrants, these were two of those migrants physically but helpless, probably risking their lives
traveling in those jam-packed Inter State buses. When I was busy making perfect delicacies after watching ten YouTube tutorials,
these two, along with a million other people, were struggling to ensure another meal.

Perhaps, as this old man had put his stall back, I hope the aunty has too. I hope and that is all I can do. Hope for the things to get
normal, and hope the lives of tens of millions to get atleast a little better as this world adapts to a new normal which doesn’t really
care for them. And hope that as you read this, you too geta subtle but pain-filled reminder to check your privileges!

My Enigma Journey: From Dawdle to Drive

Chitra Nathawat, 1* year

Instagram posts, Facebook feeds, and Snapchat stories probably had my mind engulfed in the vicious soup of envy and weird
intrinsic guilt for still being where I was even a week ago, automatically eliciting the perpetual circle of procrastination. I did initiate
every task I thought of and made infinite schedules, set targets but could not gather the willpower to achieve those targets. Blaming
and self-loathing came next. There were days when suddenly motivation peaks and the determination was infinite but then,
everything returns to normal the next day.

About a week ago, this normal seemed to have changed by novel coronavirus, the herculean power of such a tiny virus proved the
ancient saying that size does not matter.

My inveterate habit of procrastination or dawdling was at its highest peak during the lockdown, I was in my cave, and there was not
anybody to interrupt me. I did not have any academic pressure either since the schools were closed. All I would do was scroll down
the screen and listen to my playlist.

On one such day, I was surfing online when I came across a seven-minute video titled — Dawdle to Drive featuring the Quarantine
period. Initially, the video seemed an enigma to my mind, but a sudden intrinsic motivation to see that video came over me. The
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video highlighted how “The greatest amount of time wasted is the time not getting started.” It is rightly said, “the smallest words
have the biggest ramifications” that seven-minute video changed my perspective towards procrastination. Before watching the
video, I wanted to change the situational and personal factors, but now I want to change myself as a procrastinator.

The quarantine period allowed me to work on myself. I set small goals every day and planned accordingly. Initially, it was difficult
for me to work on a tight schedule. But my regular efforts made an immense impact on my overall performance, both mentally and
physically. My constant efforts, dedication, and hard work shaped me into a more confident person. Enigmatically, my quarantine
journey has been positive and productive, it felt relieving to complete tasks on time, and since then, my journey towards the right
path has been engaging. I can see beyond the ocean, beyond my imaginations, and now it is the time to fly high.




ISSUE 18 INTERFACE 19

Movie Reviews
Outbreak

Hiya, 2™ Year
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Plot: A deadly virus spread from Monkeys. A team of scientists and doctors fight to prevent it. But how? The single biggest threat to man’s continned
dominance on the planet is the virus.

Spoiler: Expect a political thriller with huge explosions, jealousy, and pursuit. Wolfgang Petersen’s & ‘Outbreak’ is a clever, action-suspense-thriller
about humans, animals, and viruses.

The storyline shows how a deadly virus kills humans within a day of exposure by liquefying their internal organs. Not a pretty sight
for the eyes agreed. It can be called one of the greatest movies, in how itis a perfect example of ‘artimitating life’. The theme of the
movie revolves around the deep African rainforests, where if the deadly diseases that are hidden ever manage to escape their jungle
homes and enter human settlements, there will be a pandemic, on a scale that has never been seen before. This movie is fascinating
in its own way, designed to perfectly inform, as well as keep the sensitivity when dealing with animals in the wild. It was engaging
from the start and kept the audience filled with anticipation. The movie clevetly aligned its personal, military, medical, and scientific
plots into four simultaneous countdowns, leaving me absorbed in my thoughts.

The thriller, although is similar to the premise of science fiction movies about deadly invasions, it displays the ability of knowledge
and skill. Here, an “Outbreak” occurs 28 years ago in Africa, as American doctors come down on a small village, which has been
wiped out by a deadly new virus. The villagers asked for relief but instead, got bombarded. The reason being, that there simply was
no other escape to deal with this deadly virus. With no clue about where it came from, why, and how it layered over a remote area,
the village doctor believes that it is a god-given punishment seeing how they cut down all trees. “It is not good to kill the trees,” he
said.

After 28 years, in the present, the camera focuses on Dustin Hoffman and Rene Russo as a former couple and experts in disease-
causing microorganisms. The scene then cuts to an African monkey being illegally imported into the United States by a smuggler.
This monkey turns out to be the carrier of a deadly virus. Now the smuggler, being unable to sell it, releases it in a nearby forest,
letting the monkey escape into the wilderness. The filmmaker then displays a montage of the disease being spread from one person
to another which starts when the first carrier who was the smuggler, takes a plane to Boston.

Personally, I liked the scene where the smuggler takes one bite of a cookie and a little kid, referring to the rest of it, asks him if he’s
going to eat his cookie anymore. Then right when he gets off, he starts shivering, develops a high temperature, gets bloody eyes, is
sweating and almost too weak to stand, still he meets his sweetheart and goes in for a deep kiss. Classic. This scene is impactful
because the chain of events just lets us know that he is infected. It makes you think of the little boy. Then in town, an infected
person coughs in a movie theater spreading the spit particles on the surrounding people in slow motion, and thus the chain goes on.
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This way the virus travels and causes an outbreak in California. Hoffman is assigned to take lead on this case by his Head Officer
General. As he and his partner in charge, played by Kevin Spacey carry on with their mission, we encounter a new teammate, played
by Cuba Gooding Jr and an evil Officer General played by Donald Sutherland.

The US Army holds some confidential information as well as the antidote for the virus. Since the virus mutates and changes itself
with time, only the original hosti.e the monkey - can serve as the source of an antibody and cure for all.

There are medical work, military schemes, and peak action where Hoffman and his brilliant helicopter partner, Cuba Gooding Jr.
fly all over California crossing towns, over the sea to the ship, and escaping a crazy bomb drop. &quot;Outbreak&quot; is a type of
movie where you thoroughly enjoy the well-acted roles, and among them, of course, Morgan Freeman, who as a dedicated General,
juggles with his thoughts, and is caught between obeying the commands of the officials and his own instincts.

Dustin Hoffman and Morgan Freeman manage to shine throughout the movie. Apart from some excellent performances, this
movie elucidates many important focus areas as well. It does not simply give out a message butleaves it to the interpretation of the
viewer. It is a well-made film, offering some well-timed bouts of entertainment and excitement. Peterson was ahead of his time.
This movie does not feel like it’s 25 years old because it completely resonates and mirrors the scenarios.

We all are facing today. It had a unique foresight and if one were to watch it back in 1995 they would’ve thought it to be a bit far-
fetched. However, now, one will be able to relate it to almost everything; It teaches us what viruses are, what they’re capable of, and
how they easily adapt to the surroundings and protect themselves by mutating.

Most parts of the movie echo the reality of 2020, like quarantine, lockdowns, people not following the procedures, loss of loved
ones, anger, anxiety, panic all around, uncertainty the future beholds, the love-hate relations between government workers,
officials, doctors and scientists, and the manufacture of the virus by the US government as a bioweapon in the movie, although we
are unsure of that in real current scenarios. Moreover, it highlighted the importance of nurses, health workers, medical
practitioners and their commitment towards their people during such times. This also introduced us to the idea of how some
governments can go to elaborate lengths to destroy and dissipate any population that may pose a credible threat. The film
progressed well and had a successful conclusion. The joytul cries and moments of cheer in the movie represent the bright light 1
hope to see soon in our world as well.

Unpaused

Ridhi Khurana, 2™ Year
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Crafted with sheer beauty and elegance, "Unpaused" is an anthology presenting five stoties that mirror kaleidoscopic angles and a
plethora of emotions revolving around "pessimism and optimism,” "
a bliss that somehow managed to delve into the irreparable sufferings of people amidst the global crisis. It was successful in
imparting hope in one of the direst situations facing mankind today.

sorrow and joy," "helplessness and strength.” The movie was
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The first story "The Glitch" was woven around the theme of loneliness, isolation, and love. The story leaves one thinking, "How
long does it take to fall in love at first sight?" About the same time, it takes one to catch a virus! It was a conventional love story
involving a boy and a girl in an odd situation with the touch of prevailing conditions and persistent fear of catching the virus. Butas
itis said that love transcends everything, the same holds for this story. The vehement and intense emotion called love transcended
the fear and the crisis, leaving one to wonder, whatif the COVID vaccine is not made even after ten years?

“The Apartment”, the second in the anthology, explores the uncomfortable emotional ride and the breakthrough. It reflects the
moment when one is on the threshold of giving up on everything, most importantly life, and how a minute ray of sunshine is just
enough to get oneself out of the situation and emerge to be more determined than ever, to face every challenge gracefully and
courageously. The story immensely celebrates the ones who come in life as that ray of sunshine and true blessing which urges to
continue. It can be seen in the context of the pandemic wherein everyone faced a breaking point but endured it with more strength
than ever.

The third story, Rat-A-Tat, brought a warm feeling with it. The story was about an ambitious girl who was chasing her dreams,
leaving many important things behind. She had to live with an old, single grumpy neighbour who lost important things in her
journey. Pandemic and the subsequentlockdown lead to their encounter, and a rat brings them together. They strike a bond in their
quest for life. The story captures the essence of human relationships in the direst conditions like lockdown when there is nothing
above what we call "Family."

Vishaanu, the fourth one was heart-wrenching as it captured the plight of migrants. The story was about a couple and their child
who got stuck in the city, with nowhere to go. The bureaucratic inefficiency and insensitivity made the lives of daily wage earners
worse, so much so that they had no option but to leave the city they called home. The unprivileged sections undoubtedly remained
neglected and were the hardest-hit by the pandemic with no food and shelter. The ending was heartbreaking, but it offers a much-
needed perspective.

The last and the most wholesome one was 'Chand Mubarak.' It focused on subtle moments shared by two strangers- an elderly lady
and an auto-rickshaw driver. It fills one's heart with warmth to see a lonely old lady find solace with the stranger who goes out of his
way to make things smooth for her. It highlights the theme of pride and independence associated with being alone and the feeling
of love and care linked with having a family. It captured how thousands of people were denied the joy of meeting their families and
celebrating festivals together. The end showed the human heart to help and care for one another. It justifies the saying that
"humanity should be one's race and compassion should one's be religion.”

The anthology soothes one's heart and fills one's soul with much-needed hope, which briefly disappeared somewhere. It
reaffirmed that with love, empathy, generosity, and compassion, things may not be resolved, but can become bearable. It makes one
pause for a bit and enables them to overcome lonely, gloomy, and dark winter nights. The story emphasizes that with
companionship, it becomes easy to sail through problems and dire situations. It may change or alter the thinking negatively, but life
moves on while reinstating faith in humanity.




ISSUE 18

INTERFACE 22

POEMS
Covid-19 - A Nightmare

Akanksha Kumari, 1* year

Remembering 2020, my heart sinks and my spine chills,

15 lakh plus deaths and still counting, never thought cough kills.

Where to start and where to finish, life’s been uncertain for almosta year,

The schools, the shops, and the traffic nothing but notices of covid were all left to hear.
Starting from Janata curfew to quarantine,

Everything came to a halt, some had nothing left to dine.

Chaotic surroundings, worries, melancholy and fear,

Isolation from family, is this a social behaviour, we cheer?

Feltlike a captive in my own home, what about all those who don’t even have a room?
Nothing’s left for labour now, migrants thought these days would lead them to doom.
Education stuck, people losing jobs and prices rising,

Even toilet paper bought up, never knew what next would come up.

Rise in domestic violence, all burden on one,

The cook, the cleaner, the caretaker but respect given is none.

The economy declined but depression and anxiety advanced,

People asking for privacy, now fed up being alone.

Suicidal tendencies rose, drowning individual senses,

All'so messed up, the world witnessed helpless governments.

In between this horrort, the scientists gave hope,
Vaccines seemed elixir, but they too had a little scope.

After trials and errors, we finally got a few of them here,

But the area of distribution wentinto the political sphere.

In the wake of these tremors, Covid now seems a new normal,
With masks and sanitizers, handshakes are no longer formal.
Keepinga distance, avoiding crowds, we all learned the queuing,

Like cholera and flu, Covid will now be a part of our living.
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“HIRIT BT SIR”

Ankita Pandey, 1" Year
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Preeti Yadav,3rd year
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“BIRIHT BTl | AT ISR B FAT

Ankita Pandey, 1" Year
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Rachana Kathait, 3rd year
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Bushra Malik, 3™ Year
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A Footnote at the Edge

“Me with my sons, my little daughter, and my beautiful wife,

were living in a small thatched house, not permanent as my
life,

Butnotso bad as people described”.

crying........

She is my daughter,

Small but, as loud as the court could heat,

And justify her cry.

On the day, it declared a standby,

I'was on the site, doing my job as usual;

I earned 50 rupees a day and could make aliving out of that.
My wife had earned less as she parted equally, as I did,

But her willingness not to listen to me was strong, as she was
scared to lose everything at the cost of her dignity.

But the standby had costed our lives forevert,

I couldn’t applaud the warriors ot light my house with a lamp,
As1did not have that 50 rupees,

To fulfill the demands of the authority.

I was hungry and desperate for life, my children were too
small to understand the situation but still tried.

I'was sad, hiding my face from everyone,

I know they were hungry too as their stomach spoke the
words they couldn’t do.

For days there was no light and I couldn’t wait for years, as 1
had to do something for my family who was dying of hunger,

Diya Shrivastava, 1" Year

That day I thought of going back to our village but now, the
borders were sealed as the mouths of many intellectuals were,
At that moment no one came up, many from my village were
recognized, but I was neglected.

My family suffered day-by-day,

I'had no choice but to break laws, which was unfree to provide
me with some aid to go back to my hometown.

There were hurdles,

I had to do this so, I started from one milestone and reached
the other,

Camped the night and early morning, went all the way again
on foot;

The slippers burned and got torn, I had to do this for my
people (my family).

Many people asked my problems, many people had put some
focus but the unnecessary one,

I was hungry, my wife worked equally but did not get proper
pay,

My pay was too less to survive on leftovers.

Now, I think the real problem of our country is not poverty
but,

the way people think we are,

and still, they can’t understand why we are the way we are.
I'am a migrant worker, barring all caste or class bounds,
A human at first who is satisfied with atleast,

alittle consideration or recognition.....

[Interpretation- this poem emphasizes the migrant crisis, as the lockdown in the country, had created havoc. But, there is also an
emphasis on the lives of these workers day by day worsening. Many people even neglect them by saying itis harmful to become pro-
poor. But the real question is not that where are we heading towards. Is it ok to see our lives flourishing at the cost of these people?
There are soldier’s martyrdom, who died of valor on the borders, but these people die within the boundaries. Is it ok to let them
suffer for our satisfaction? The pointis not being pro-poor but, actually not willing to help the poor.

This is a story of a man, who is a migrant worker, who has a family, he is fighting a case in the court for land from brothers, he is not
paid well, but is exceptionally good, his wife has faced harassment from her senior manager she is also paid less as she is a woman,
(gender bias). It also tells how unfree these people are, the constitution was made for the people but these laws are not for them. It
tells how hard it was for these people to reach their hometown. And at the end, died of hunger, heat, thirst, and basic needs.]
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Preeti Yadav, 3 Year
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The Shadow Pandemic

It may have the word 'domestic' in it
But it is the beast in women's lives
It's a cruelty done by the spouse or his relative
It's a crime that women suffer as wives.

Domestic violence never stopped
Even when the world stopped
A crime that reflects society's patriarchal nature
Shouldn't become 'new normal' in any nature.
68 day period reported more cases than ever
Many that never get reported whatsoever

Sad to see this unusual upsurge

Guess what this is only the tip of an iceberg,

This under-reported crime forces women to keep their lips tight
Financial dependency, fear of retaliation, victim-blaming
And convoluted bureaucratic procedure
All tell us the reasons why
It has been aided by the government's apathy
It becomes worse when there is only sympathy
This 'shadow pandemic’ will never get over
Even when long-awaited 'a shot of hope' takes over.

Section 498 A of IPC is there as a choice
But still, victims stand without a voice.

Artwork by: Medba Srivastava via Reddit

Aditi Kushwaha, 2™ Year
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Corona Caging The World

Who knew one day the whole world would be caged,
Not in the jail but due to the environment being raged.
Nobody knows what the actual reason was,
And no one could imagine what Corona could cause!

Zoom became the platform for social interaction,
Preventing our lives from entering total inaction

The earth got time to heal,
From human exploitation and ordeal.

Social distancing became the new normal,
Nevertheless, made relationships more cordial.
Wearing masks became a worldwide trend,
Sanitizers are now the new birthday gifts we send.

Survival demanded no more outings or going to work,
But being with family was the biggest perk.
Life became as still as a glass lake on a windless day,

And all we did was play and pray.

Bhumika Nagpal, 1" Year

Unemployment forced many people to weep and scream, to get their family one single meal.
People were dying like leaves falling off a tree,
Nobody could save their loved ones even after paying the heaviest fee.

Doctors, nurses and the police became frontline warriors,Who sacrificed their lives just like real fighters.

At the end, following norms is necessitated,

Until the whole world gets vaccinated.

L T e o g
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Adreeja Gupta, 2nd year
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This was an unusual year. The outbreak of coronavirus (Covid-19) led to a shift towards online
teaching-learning. In these unusual times and under the new normal, the departmental activities and events
were held online through different platforms such as Zoom and G-meet.

On 3 July 2020, the department organised a webinar on Zoom to familiarise students with the Open Book
Examinations (OBE). Professor Sunil K Choudhary from the Department of Political Science, DU, interacted
with the students and shared the modalities of OBE, This was followed by a Question-and-Answer session in
which the concerns of the students were addressed.

On 26th September 2020 students participated in a colloguium titled ‘Reclaiming Republican democracy in the
21st century’. This was organized by the Foundation for Creative Social Research in association with the Raza
Foundation and lIC. Dr. Nupur ray was the teacher coordinator,

On 15-16th September 2020 students of the third semester attended a national webinar on' Migration and the
Pandemic Problematique' organized by the Department of Political Science, Deshbandhu College, University of
Delhi and Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group, Kolkata. Dr. Ritambhara Malviya coordinated the event.

On 21st October 2020, a book discussion on the title ‘Madrasas and the making of Islamic Womanhood' was
organised. Dr. Hem Borker is Assistant professor at the Centre for Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy at
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. The author of the book brought the complex realities of Girls' in Madrasa, their
education, and how it is a space of empowermeant for them. The book discussion was followed by a question-
and- answer session.

On 28th October 2020, the students of the third semester attended the webinar on ‘Central Information
Commission & RTI. The webinar was organized by FPranab Mukherjee Foundation as a part of Samanvaya
series. This was coordinated by Dr. Vaishali Narula.

On Gth November 2020, the department organised an International Webinar on Eurocentrism in International
Relational and Interventions from India on zoom, Professor Turan Kayaoglu from the University of Washington
and Professor Mavnita Chadhha Behera from the University of Delhi debated the question of Eurocentrism in
the field of International Relations Theory. The session was chaired by Professor Jayati Srivastava from
Jawaharlal Nehru University. The session focused on why the Westphalian Treaty sustains and what kind of

ideas it empowers and disempowers. The discussion was followed by an interactive guestion- and- answer.

On 24th February 2021, the Department organized its Annual Department Day, Politik 2021 on the theme '
Women and Violence in Contemporary India’. Professor Krishna Menon (Professor of Gender Studies at the
School of Human Studies, Ambedkar University} spoke on '"Women and vioclence in Contemporary India’. Dr.
Menon brought forth the different forms of violence directed against women. The lecture focused on different
spaces within the society itself where women experience different forms of vielence which limits the availability
of safe spaces for women and curtails their free will as a citizen. The event was organized on Google meet and
was streamed on discord for the same purpose. This was followed by Question- and -Answer. This was
followed by various inter-college events: Lafziat- The Conventional Debate, Let It Out- The Slam Poetry
Competition; '‘Popcorn and Politics -Quiz, Masquerade -The Face Painting Competition and lzhaar- The Art
Competition,

On 10th March 2021, the department organized an in house lecture on Understanding Igbal's Philosophy'. Dr.
Talim Akhtar from the Department of Political Science, Hindu College, University of Delhi conducted an
interactive lecture,
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