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ABOUT THE SEMINAR

The Himalayas form a unique geographical region with its rich landscape of
mountain ranges, river valleys, lakes, forests and meadows. It is also an abode of hill
communities who hold a close relationship with their immediate environment but are
also increasingly being affected by external pressures. The fragility of ecosystems in
Himalayas and their transformative nature has always attracted scientists and social
scientists alike including geographers and historians.

The department of geography of Kamala Nehru College is inviting Prof. Shekhar
Pathak, a noted historian who has studied hill communities in Uttrakhand over a
period of five decades. His research organisation is named People’s Association for
Himalayan Area Research (PAHAR). It is a non-profit organization dedicated to raising
awareness of the fragile Himalayan environment and bringing together scientists,
social activists, and common people to save the Himalayas. PAHAR has been
organizing a trek from Askot (Pithoragarh) to Arakot (Uttarkashi) at a select interval
of 10 years Five such resaarch expeditions have been undertaken between 1974 and
2104 with the participants including scientists, activists, environmentalists, litterateurs,
journalist, artists. and all those committed to a scientific understanding

1 ! and environment.

h his team, will present the outcome




OUR EMINENT SPEAKER

Prof. Shekhar Pathak taught in Kumaon University for more than three

decades. He has worked on different aspects of Himalayan history,

social- environmental movements, folk culture and exploration. He has

| been a fellow at different organisations like Indian Institute of

~ Advanced studies, Shimla, and Center for Contemporary Studies, at

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library,New Delhi. He is a founder of

itz L People’s Association for Himalaya Area Research (PAHAR). He is also

the editor of the Himalayan journal of same name and the Vice President (Asia/Himalaya)

of WMPA (World Mountain People Association). Prof. Pathak has written and edited

books on Begar System, Freedom Struggle, Forest Movements, Life and Times of Pundit

Nain Singh Rawat, Kailash Manasrovar, Languages of Uttarakhand, and Folk Poetry of
Kumoan.
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